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Inquiries concerning the analyses conducted prior to release of the ratings should be directed to the 
Texas Education Agency Division of Performance Reporting. 
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Anticipated Developments 

The blueprint anticipates changes to the methodology for determining some aspects of the accountability 
system. These include defining Comparable Improvement, accommodating the 1996 recentering of the 
Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT I), and improving the reporting of students served by multi-district 
cooperatives. Each anticipated change is discussed in this section. 
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Spanish If How Spanish language subject area tests will be used in the accountability system has not yet been 

TAAS ^ determined. According to the “benchmark-report-report-use” phase-in process, grade 3-4 Spanish 

;|| language tests could be used in the system in 1999. Spanish language test results, however, could be 
Jill used after the benchmark year, or could be used solely in the results-based monitoring system. The 
Si commissioner continues to explore this issue with educators and may wait until 1997 to make a decision. 
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(5) the number of students placed in an alternative education program under Chapter 37. 

(e) The State Board of Education by rule shall authorize the combination of this report with other reports and financial statements and shall restrict 
the number and length of reports that school districts, school district employees, and school campuses are required to prepare. 

(0 The report must include a statement of the amount, if any, of the school district’s unencumbered surplus fund balance as of the last day of the 
preceding fiscal year and the percentage of the preceding year’s budget that the surplus represents. 
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